
In December 2007, after being adrift 
for about a month, an American cou-
ple crashed their 42 foot boat into the 
reefs surrounding Fanning Island in 
the Republic of Kiribati (pronounced 
Keer-ee-bas.) This is on the Equator 
on the other side of the date-line, in 
what is loosely referred to as Microne-
sia. The couple were traveling with a 
dog, Snickers, and a Blue and Gold, 
Gulliver. They abandoned their ani-
mals when they were able to leave 
the Island. The animals lived under 
threat of death as there is a strict non-
importation law in Kiribati. 
Additionally, both animals had left the 
US without proper paperwork to in-
sure their re-entry. 
 
The dog was adopted by Jack Joslin 
(Las Vegas) and removed from the 
island in April with the help of Hawai-
ian Humane Society. They also tried 
to Bring back Gulliver, but without 
success. Since Blue and Gold Ma-
caws are CITES II (Convention on 
International Trade of Endangered 
Species) animals with II meaning 
Threatened --- there were a myriad of 
difficulties in attempting to bring Gulli-
ver back home. He did not have a 
closed band nor did he have a micro-
chip, so there was no "proof" that he 
was in fact US captive-born. He was 
therefore treated as though he were a 
"wild" macaw! 
 
By the time The Oasis was contacted, 
Gulliver had been in Kiribati for four 

months. His time was running out! We 
worked our way through numerous 
bureaucracies in the United States, as 
well as internationally, in order to get 
Gulliver back to The Oasis. We 
worked with the US Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service/CITES (USFWS) as 
well as the CITES Secretariat in Ge-
neva Switzerland, the US embassy in 
Fiji and the government of the Repub-
lic of Kiribati. We obtained a Private 
Detective (who worked pro bono) to 
gather information on the bird in an 
attempt to prove his US provenance. 
We had two attorneys (pro bono) 
working with us. There were people in 
Hawaii, people in Kiribati, people 
around the states, all working in an 
attempt to bring this beautiful bird to 
safety. 
 

 
 
  

NOTE;  Article & Photos continued on Page 3 
 
**Sybil Erden is the Executive Director of 
the Oasis Sanctuary) 
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Club Information 
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit incor-
porated in the State of Alaska.  It meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at Serendipity Adult Day 
Service in Anchorage. Meeting starts as 7:00pm. 
Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of Northern Lights 
Blvd & Nichols St). 

The Alaska Bird Club 
PO Box 101825 

Anchorage, AK 99510-1825 
Phone: (907) 868-9070 

email: akbirdclub@yahoo.com 
website: www.alaskabirdclub.org 

President: Leanna Rein 
868-7878, e-mail: leannarein@gmail.com 
Vice President: Lin Westgard  
868-8058, e-mail: westgard@gci.net 
Secretary: Vacant 
  
e-mail:   
Treasurer: Ann Gilley 
441-1119, e-mail: annlynnbiz@ak.net 
Member-at-large:  Janice Peterson 
345-7814  
e-mail:  jpeterson@alyeskatitle.com 
Sergeant-at-arms: Amber O’Neill 
e-mail: akamber@ak.net, cell: 351-2762 
Adopt-A-Bird Director: Cindy Welbourne 
(907) 357-2513 (Wasilla),  
e-mail: welbourne@gci.net 
Adopt-A-Bird Co-Director: Kathleen O'Keefe 
243-4675 (Anchorage),  
e-mail:kok@woodscross.net   
 Publications Director: Jennifer Slaughter  
868-8640, e-mail: birdabode@gci.net 
Bird News Editor: Kathleen O’Keefe 
243-4675, email:  kok@woodscross.net 
Membership Committee:  Ann Gilley 
Webmaster: Garry Wallan 
e-mail: depc@sneakyparrot.com 
Disaster & Emergency Preparedness  
Committee: Garry Wallan  
e-mail: depc@sneakyparrot.com 
Hospitality Committee: Marta Muth 
336-2630  
e-mail:  marta_muth@hotmail.com 
Lost/Found-Rescue Committee: Amber 
O’Neill cell: 351-2762 
e-mail: akamber@ak.net,  

All Creatures Veterinary Clinic 
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Hwy 
376-7930 
Alaska Mill & Feed 
1501 E 1st Ave 
276-6016 
Alaska Pet-ography 
9130 Elim St (on Abbot 
across from Fred Meyer) 
868-1680 
Animal Food Warehouse Pet-
Zoo 
Anchorage - 901 E Dimond Blvd 
344-2966 
ER -12046 Business Blvd   
622-2966 
Palmer - 10201 E Palmer-Wasilla 
Hwy 746-0056 
Wasilla - 1481 E Parks Hwy  
357-7335  
Chester Valley Veterinary  
1571 Muldoon Rd 
333-6591 
College Village 
2036 E Northern Lights Blvd 
274-5623 
Hillside Pet Clinic 
2101 Abbott Rd #1 
344-7913 
Northern Lights Veterinary & 
Laser Center Inc 
2002 W Benson Blvd 
276-2340 
 

North Star Animal Hospital 
840 S Cobb St (Palmer) 
907-746-7387 
Palmer Veterinary Clinic 
Mike 39 Glenn Hwy 
745-3219 
Petco 
8621 Old Seward Hwy 
365-5500 
Pet Emergency 
2320 E Dowling Rd 
274-5636 
The Animal House 
219 E International Airport Rd 
561-7387 
The Pet Stop 
1921 W Dimond Blvd 
522-1006 
VCA Alaska Pet Care 
3900 Lake Otis Pkwy 
562-7387 
VCA Alpine Animal Hospital 
12531 Old Seward Hwy 
345-1515 
VCA Eagle River Animal  
Hospital 
11710 Business Blvd. 
694-3800 
VCA E Anch. Animal Hospi-
tal 
2639 Boniface Pkwy 
337-1561  

The Alaska Bird News is published by the Alaska Bird Club.  
The Alaska Bird Club, its members, and its directors are not re-
sponsible for any claims, services, or information presented.  The 
views and opinions are those of the writers and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Alaska Bird News. 

Permission for the reproduction of any article is granted to non-
for-profit organizations only, under the provision of the Alaska 
Bird News and the author’s name are edited in full. 

No Newsletter?  Need Extra Copies of the Newsletter? 
Pick it up at any of the following locations: 
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TABC’s Mission Statement 
The Alaska Bird Club’s mission is to promote re-
sponsible avian ownership through education and 
when possible, to provide rescue and adoption 
services for abandoned and unwanted birds in 
communities across Alaska. 

Board Meeting Info -  
Open to the public 

 
The Board meets the last Saturday of every 

month at 12:00 PM 
 Denny’s on Northern Lights. 

It took three months before Oa-
sis Vet Todd Driggers and I were 
able to get all the papers in order 
and finally go to Kiribati to bring 
Gulliver back and into US. On 
July 8th Gulliver landed at the 
Port of Los Angeles and entered 
Quarantine. 
 
Many people have asked why 
the original "owners" of the bird 
did not get the bird back. 
It is complex, but:  Since they did 
not get appropriate paperwork 
before leaving the US, USFWS 
would never (they told me) give 
the bird back to them. 
 
As a CITES II animal, Gulliver 
had to go to a "zoo or educa-
tional facility" where he could be 
"on exhibition." It took over a 
month but we finally were 
granted approval as an appropri-
ate venue for Gulliver to live his 
life. 
 
Ultimately we were able to find 
the original owner (it took over 
two months!) She most willingly 
signed Gulliver over to The Oa-
sis. 
 
Why Gulliver?  
 
The Oasis existed to "save birds 
one at a time" - birds for whom 
there are not other options. Gulli-
ver certainly had no other op-
tions. But Gulliver also is repre-
sentative of all the birds who 

have been abandoned every-
where: birds relegated to base-
ments of garages. Bird dumped 
at Humane Shelters and pounds. 
Birds brought to Veterinarians to 
be euthanized when they re no 
longer wanted. Gulliver is the 
"Spokes Parrot" for them all. On 
July 25th I received the best pos-
sible news: Gulliver's mandated 
USDA tests all came back nega-
tive and he was released on Au-
gust 7th!! 
 
Sybil Erden has just released a 
children's book titled: "The In-
credible Adventure of Gulliver 
Macaw" .  If you would like to 
purchase this book and/or make 
a donation to support Gulliver 
and other birds at the Oasis, 
please go to this website:  http://
www.the-oasis.org/ 

 
 
 
 

Gulliver’s story continued 

Gulliver settles in  -  photo credit 
to Sybil 

Gulliver on the Island  -  photo credit 
to Sybil 

Gulliver and Girl on the island  -  
photo credit to Sybil 

Gulliver made friends everywhere - 
photo credit to Sybil  -   



PAGE 4 DECEMBER 2008 ALASKA BIRD NEWS 

Presidents Perch 2008—Leanna Rein 

President’s Perch -  
December, 2008  

Updates from Your Board of Directors 
 

This will be my last President’s Perch- a new 
president will take office in January, 2009. I will 
still have an active role with TABC, but will focus 
my attentions on other activities such as fundrais-
ing.  As I step away from the role of President, I 
wanted to extend my sincere gratitude to the 
Board of Directors, members and supporters of 
The Alaska Bird Club.  During my two years as 
President, I was lucky enough to work with a 
group of highly skilled and knowledgeable people 
and their birds. We had many ‘firsts’ and I am 
proud of what has been accomplished.   I have 
been humbled by everyone’s selfless giving and 
touched by the lives and personalities of many 
wonderful birds! 
 
This has been a year of transition for my birds 
and I.  Several years ago, I set a goal for us.  I 
promised each of my birds that I would do every-
thing humanly possible to give them the best life I 
could. The more time I spent with the macaws 
(and of course Frankie, the Amazon who thinks 
she’s a macaw), the more I realized that they 
needed accommodations that I couldn’t provide in 
Alaska.  I wanted the birds to live outside in a 
warm climate, have room to fly, and be kept in the 
‘style to which they had become accustomed’, 
meaning getting the treats, nuts and favorite 
foods that they like so much.  I wanted to find a 
sanctuary situation, where my birds would never 
again be at risk of being re-homed, possibly to 
some of the hellish situations they had endured 
prior to being adopted by me.  I specifically 
looked for a non-profit agency with a board of di-
rectors and the financial stability and infrastruc-
ture to maintain itself without relying solely on the 
efforts of one or two individuals.  I also looked for 
a place that was remote enough to not be at risk 
of neighbors complaining about noisy birds or the 
organization having to move due to zoning restric-
tions.   
 
In my years of research and planning, I came 
across the Oasis Sanctuary in Cascabel, Arizona. 

After several visits, lots of planning and the gen-
erosity of others, the 4000 square foot macaw 
enclosure was completed.  Last May, with my 
dear friends Lin Westgard and Janice Peterson 
accompanying me, we flew the birds to their new 
home at the Oasis.  It was one of the happiest 
and saddest moments of my life.   I will never for-
get opening the kennels, one after another, and 
helping my birds climb/fly to the tops of the pecan 
trees in the enclosure. The site of Iris, the sentinel 
bird, in her element, flying like a jet plane around 
and around the enclosure for the sheer pleasure 
of free flight, screaming the whole time, was 
something few people ever get to experience.  
Seeing a dream come true for them (and me) and 
seeing the looks on the bird’s faces when they 
realized that I actually meant to let them out onto 
the trees is something I will never forget.  There 
wasn’t a dry eye in the enclosure as each macaw 
(mine and others) were released.  
  
Many people have asked me how I could “give 
them up”.  My response is simple: Because I love 
my birds,   I  will do whatever’s necessary to give 
them a better life.  While I miss them every min-
ute of every day, I know in my heart that I’ve done 
the very best I can for them.  I continue to support 
and visit them frequently.  I look forward to the 
day that I can retire from my job and live on site 
part of the time.  In doing so, I hope I can also 
improve the lives of other birds in the process. 
 
Of all the lessons learned this past year, the one 
that shines above the rest is:  If you don’t set 
goals, you will never achieve them.  My birds and 
I are living examples of this.  If you would like to 
improve your bird’s lives, start now, dream big 
and it WILL happen.   
 
I hope each and every one of you have a 
Happy Holidays and A Blessed New Year! 
 
Leanna Rein, President 

 
  
 
 



Have a safe and fun holiday, we hope to see you at 
the holiday party, 6pm at the Serendipity Adult Day 
Care Facility off East 20th Avenue. 
 
Remember to bring a gift in order to participate in 
the fun filled Chinese Gift Exchange. 
 
Kathleen O’Keefe   
 

Cindy is on vacation, so I am stepping in this 
month for her. 
 
We have found a new foster home for 9 cockatiels 
and continue seeking homes for the remaining 
group currently living in Wasilla.  
 
New applications keep coming in and home visits 
are scheduled as needed.  There have been a 
couple adopters now who are pre-approved for 
adoptions, so they are now simply waiting for the 
right bird to become part of their family life. 
 
Several adoptions for larger birds have been com-
pleted and funds are coming in to pay the adop-
tion fees. 
 
The doves are finally in a new home in Kenai.  A 
delightful family adopted both females and abso-
lutely do not intend on increasing their flock size. 
 
Please remember when talking with people look-
ing to give a gift of a bird, our program policy is set 
up to not allow birds to be given as gifts.  Birds 
adopted should be expected and invited into a 
home, not sprung onto someone as a surprise.   
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Adopt-a-Bird Program - Cindy Welbourne  -  This month by Kathleen O’Keefe 

Club Meeting Information 
First Tuesday of each month.  Be sure to join us! 

We love hearing about your birds,  
but we ask that you do not bring them to the meetings; 

 unless they are our Feature Bird of the Month,  
or are participants in special programs. 

Serendipity Adult Day Services 
3550 E 20th Ave. 

(Doors open at 6:30 to socialize) 
7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Website to consider: 

Check out The Alaska Bird Club’s new Online 
Store!  Now you can order exactly what you 
want in the size and color that works best for 
you and it will ship to your home! 

 

http://www.cafepress.com/akbirdclub/ 

Leach Seed & Nuts Orders 
The Alaska Bird Club is now placing orders for  
Hook Bill Cuisine and other items.  Place your  
order at the next bird club meeting and it will  
arrive in time for the next monthly meeting. 

**Note: The Hook Bill Cuisine and other nut and seed products 
are not intended to be your birds sole food, it is designed to be a 

supplement to  
pellets, fruits and vegetables. 

Rainbow BRIDGE 
 

It is always with sadness when we lose one of our avian 
buddies.   
 
Many organizations share brief moments of time and 
fond memories in a section such as this. 
 
If you have a beloved avian companion you wish to be 
mentioned in our newsletter please email your informa-
tion (photo optional) to Kathleen at kok@woodscross.net  
 



 NOVEMBER 2008 
This article is for the use of member clubs only and is 
protected by U.S. Copyright laws. Use by any group or 
organization not currently enrolled in the AAV Client 
Education Program, is strictly prohibited. 
Providing Avian Enrichment 
Robin Shewokis, BS, Pol Sci 
It is now common knowledge that enrichment is essen-
tial to psittacine birds' well being. As such, there is a 
wave of interest in behavior and enrichment. Here, I will 
try to suggest means of providing enrichment to men-
tally and physically stimulate companion birds.  
Enrichment should be based on what we know of the 
bird's natural history. Knowing the type of behavior a 
particular species exhibits in the wild provides a solid 
foundation for species-appropriate enrichment. Enrich-
ment can be divided into five categories: dietary, audi-
tory, tactile, visual, and social.  
Dietary is probably the easiest to provide, Lists of foods 
that contain the nutrients needed for healthy birds are 
available from a wide variety of sources. Make sure that 
you know the foods to be avoided or that are toxic to 
birds, such as the common ones, chocolate or avocado. 
Variety foods should be offered two or three times a 
week as a supplement to a nutritionally sound base 
diet, such as a pelleted food diet. Presentation of these 
food items should create mentally stimulating devices or 
methods of foraging. Moving food bowls, hiding food 
items around the cage, using puzzle feeders are just a 
few examples of offering foraging time for the birds.  
Auditory enrichment can be provided by playing nature 
sounds for the bird. If the birds are housed with a num-
ber of other birds, auditory stimulation may already be 
present.  

Tactile stimulation can be provided with a variety of tex-
tures such as touch boards, cool or warm objects 
(never with extreme temperatures), different sizes and 
types of perching materials. 
Visual enrichment can be provided with a view through 
a window. There are some DVD's offered that provide a 
visual picture for the bird to watch.  
The most important enrichment is social. Placing other 
birds in close proximity may be effective, providing that 
the birds are compatible. Social interaction with the 
owner is very important in filling the need for social en-
richment.  
 
  

AAV REPORT 
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FUNDRAISER TABLE 
  
Kathy 0 - Toys 
Krista D  -  Bird Food 

 Release #11, November, 2008. The Association of 
Avian Veterinarians welcomes membership from vet-
erinarians with an interest in avian medicine. Annual 
meetings and a quarterly journal provide a format for 
the latest in avian medical information. Is your veteri-
narian a member?  

The Alaska Bird Club is looking for people who  
purchased the Northern Lights Coupon Book.   

Specifically the Veterinary discounts: 

VCA Veterinary Discounts 

VCA Micro-chipping 

If you do not plan to uses these, please consider  
donating them to the club. 

Gulliver comes out of quarantine—photo credit to Lin W 



When a bird dies that has been especially close to 
someone here, that companion goes to Rainbow Bridge. 
At Rainbow Bridge there are meadows and hills and 
beautiful trees of all kinds where all our special 
friends can fly and climb, hang and flap, hop and run, 
jump and play, squawk and squeal and sing together. 
There is plenty of good food, including grapes and pea-
nuts, ice cream and cheese and spaghetti, and espe-
cially lots of pizza. There is crystal clear water in 
brooks, and springs are filled with water as well as 
every kind of delicious fresh fruit juice. One warm 
spring even runs full of the coffee they can now drink 
their fill of without hearing a single no-no. There is 
lots of glorious sunshine, and sweet warm rain when 
they want it, and our friends are warm and comfort-
able and totally at peace. 
  
All the birds who had been ill or old are restored to 
health and vigor and to their natural incredible beauty. 
Their feathers shine, their wings feathers are whole, 
and their eyes gleam once again with vitality. Those 
who were hurt or maimed or ignored or broken-
hearted are made whole and strong and free of fear 
again, just as we remember them in our dreams of 
days gone by. 
  
The birds are happy and content..... except for one 
small thing -- they each miss someone very special to 
them who had to be left behind when the bird re-
turned home. Still they all fly and play happily and 
safely and noisily together - even the grouchiest greys 
and orneriest senegals, the tiniest finches and the 
grandest macaws. 
  

But the day comes for each bird when he suddenly 
stops and looks far into the distance. His body 
freezes and his bright eyes are intent as he watches 
and listens in silence. Suddenly he begins to fly from 
the group, soaring over the green grass, his wings 
flapping harder and harder!!! 
  
You have been spotted, and he shrieks to you and 
then calls your name and his own and cries again and 
again and as he rushes toward you. When you and 
your bird finally meet, you cling to each other in joy-
ous reunion, knowing you will never be parted again. 
Your face and your fingers - and even your toes - 
and covered with beak nibbles and soft ecstatic 
kisses. Your hair is preened by that special beak, and 
his head bends under your fingers to invite your 
touch. Your hands again find their way under beloved 
wings, to caress the downy softness beneath. You 
look once more into the trusting eyes of your com-
panion -- so long gone from your physical life on 
earth, but never for an instant absent from your 
heart. 
  
Your tears of joy are gently brushed away by those 
beloved wings... and feeling immersed once more in 
total contentment and love, you and your beloved 
companion cross Rainbow Bridge together......" 
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Just this side of Heaven is a place called Rainbow Bridge. . .  Author unknown 



Find an avian vet and have your birds checked annually 

The following list of Clinics have vets, which indicated an interest or a specialty in avian care.  This is not a com-
plete list, but to help you find an avian vet.  Ask your vet if they are experienced in bird care and if not find one that 
is. 

VCA Alaska Pet Care 
3900 Lake Otis Pkwy, Anchorage 
(907) 562-7387 
Dr. Jackie Frederickson 

College Village Animal Clinic 
2036 E. Northern Lights Blvd,  Anchor-
age 
(907) 274-5623 
Dr. Jon Basler 
Dr. Pam Bluestone 
Dr. Pam Tuomi  

Pet Emergency & Treatment Inc 
(PET) 
2320 E Dowling Rd, Anchorage 
(907) 274-5636 
Dr. Kathy Doty 

 
 
 

Chester Valley Veterinary Hos-
pital 
1571 Muldoon Rd, Anchorage 
(907) 333-6591 
Dr. Thomas 

All Creatures Veterinary Clinic 
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Hwy, Wa-
silla 
(907) 376-7930 
Dr. Cuthbert 

Palmer Veterinary Clinic 
Mi 39 Glen Hwy, Palmer 
(907) 745-3219 
Dr Ronald Williams 

 
Northern Lights Veterinary and  
Laser Center Inc. 
2002 W Bensen Blvd, Anchorage 
(907) 279-2340 
Dr. Cathy L. Hawn 
 

 

 

North Star Animal Hospital 
840 S Cobb St, Palmer 
907-746-7387 
Dr. Teresa Beck 

Peninsula Veterinary Services 
48213 Funny River Rd, Soldotna 
(907) 260-5850 
(907) 252-7806 Cell 
(Will do “barn” calls) 
Dr. Nybakken 

Mt McKinley Animal Hospital 
800 College Rd, Fairbanks 
(907) 452-6104 

 

 

   

Birds of the Month Needed 
Is your bird interested in being the next bird 

of the month?  If so, contact Kathleen 
O’Keefe at kok@woodsccross.net and we 

will reserve a spot for them.   

They will get to make a guest appearance at 
the membership meeting the month they are 

featured! 
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Burning of scented candles or any candles 
with leaded wicks in the home, carry a 
chemical scent in the air that can clog your 
bird’s air sacs and can basically drown them.   
This includes air fresheners, fabric cleaners, 
oven cleaners, etc.   

Leanna and her support crew arrive at the Oasis with her flock—
photo credit to Lin W, reprinted with permission from Leanna R 



 
He had a heron’s face and a  

robin’s colored belly, 
 

No shaking for this Santa, no time to 
make jelly. 

 
He was sharply dressed  

& quite dashing, 
 

 I laughed out loud and as he whistled 
in tune with the flock; 

 
With a wink and a chirp, a fast twist of 

his head, 
 

Let my flock know right up front we 
had nothing to dread. 

 
No words were exchanged, just some 

whistles and chirps 
Santa filled all the bird’s houses with 

goodies;  
Then he stumbled and jerked, 

 
When laying a finger to the side of his 

beak, 
 

He gave a sharp nod, and a quiet little 
bleep 

 
he jumped to the sleigh, to the flock 

sounded out a twitter, 
  

And soon they were in the distance, 
flapping quietly as they twittered. 

 
 I heard him whistle a tune, as the flock 

flew from our line of sight, 
 

"Happy Holidays and Good Cheer, have 
a very good night 

  At a twilight night, Christmas quietly 
flutters in, 

No creatures, except little birds were 
stirring within. 

No stockings are here, but plenty of 
suet. 

 
Everyone waited for St Nicholas to 

come bounding on down. 
 

No children in this household worried 
as much as the birds, 

What goodies would arrive in their 
earthly world? 

 
The time for ‘kerchief’s and nightcaps 

has sadly past on, 
 

So we just snuggled in as the birds sang 
their songs. 

 
Suddenly outside a low sound we did 

hear, a fluttering and squawking, 
enough to deaden one’s ears. 

 
Our windows have no sashes, instead 

we have trees, 
 

I hope Santa misses them; and doesn’t 
hurt his knees. 

  
Sleep deprived and bleary eyed I won-

dered what I would see if I opened 
them just for a peek. 

  
I beheld with wonder and some shade 

of disbelief,  
To view on the roof a miniature sleigh 

and birds with bright beaks. 
 

The driver was little, very lively and 
moved quick, 

 
Disbelief came over me as I beheld, 

beloved St. Nick. 
 

These were not eagles, their species 
are unknown 

Yet he whispered, no shouting, as he 
called out in dulcet tones; 

 
"Now, Smasher! now, Lancer! now, 

Glancer and Picken! 
 

On, Gromet! on Whipper! on, Yonder 
and Blicken! 

 
Fly upwards this night and land on the 

peak, 
 

Now flap away!  Fly away! Flutter away 
all! 

 
Dry leaves are all gone and no hurri-

canes are here, 
  

There were no obstacles as they took 
to the sky, 

Up to the crest of the roof as cormo-
rants they flew, 

 
The sleigh was filled with toys, and a 

tiny St. Nicholas too! 
 

Suddenly, I heard on the roof 
 

the twittering and scratching of each 
little foot. 

 
I stood up straight and slowly turned 

around, 
 

Feathers and down accompanying him, 
St. Nick came down,  

Wearing a feathery crown. 
 

He was covered in feathers, from his 
head to his foot, 

 
An eco-friendly bag he had slung on his 

back, 
 

And he looked like an old age hippie, 
soon opening his pack. 

 
His eyes -- how they sparkled!  

Dimples all vast and merry! 
 

His cheeks were like thrushes, his nose 
like a berry! 

 
His odd little mouth was puckered like 

a bowl, 
 

No beard on his chin,   
just white feathers, like snow; 

 
He’s given up his pipe so his teeth 

really glistened, 
 

No smoke for this Santa, just  bright 
shiny beak; 

A Bird’s Night Before Christmas by Kathleen O’Keefe 
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Non Profit Club EIN# 92-0134866 
The Alaska Bird Club’s mission is to promote responsible avian ownership through education and when possible, to 
provide rescue and adoption services for abandoned and unwanted birds in communities across Alaska. 
We are a statewide 501(c)(3) [non-profit]  educational club.  All money collected as dues is used to  
provide educational training and activities to assist people in caring for companion birds.  Our main  
activities include convening educational monthly membership meetings, producing a monthly newsletter, offering an 
annual seminar featuring experts in avian care and managing a website.  Additionally, The Alaska Bird Club manages 
a statewide Adopt-A-Bird Program offering placement referrals, emergency/foster care and rescue services.  The 
Alaska Bird Club also has a Lost/Found-Rescue Committee that aids in the rescue and capture of lost birds.  There 
are numerous other activities and services that The ABC offers.  You do not have to attend the meetings to be a 
member.  

MEMBERSHIPS: 
Membership is due annually, and runs from January 1st—December 31st. (rate discount of 50% applies to  
members joining in August and later).  New members receive membership packets and free newsletter mailings. 

___   Single: $20.00  ___   Family: $25.00     Mail Payment and form to: 
The Alaska Bird Club, PO Box 101825, Anchorage, AK  99510 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________City___________________State______Zip________ 

Phone:____________________________  E-Mail address___________________________ 
Type of Companion Birds you live with and their names: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
How would you like to receive your newsletter?  US Mail ___  e-mail ___  pick-up at membership meeting ___   

Would you like to be listed on a registry that is available to other members?  Yes ___  No ___   

Would you be interested in carpooling from the Valley with other members?  Yes ___  No ___   
Would you like to be on a committee? Yes ___  No ___  and if so, do you have a preference?  
Adopt-A-Bird: ___  Lost/Found-Rescue Committee: ___  Hospitality Committee: ___  Membership Committee: ___  
Educational Committee: ___  Seminar Committee: ___  Emergency Services Committee: ___   
Other: _____________________________________ 
The Bird Club uses e-mail as the preferred method of communication.  Do you wish to be included on this mailing list 
or not?  Yes ____  No ____ 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 

Advertising Rates For The Alaska Bird Club News 
 

Full Page ................. $50.00 per month 
Half Page ................ $30.00 per month 

 Quarter Page …………$15.00 per month 
Business Card ...........$7.50 per month 

 
For further information about advertising, email akbirdclub@yahoo.com 
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Recommended Care of Pet Birds  

The Alaska Bird Club’s  
Recommended Care of Pet Birds  

booklet is FREE and available for download on 
our  

website: www.alaskabirdclub.org. Follow the 
link on the left marked Bird Care, click 

Downloads and then select “The Recommended 
Care of Pet Birds” in a PDF, HTML, or Word 

format. 

Please feel free to download/print as needed. 

There is a $5.00 monthly fee for both members and non-members. 
Current members who pay for a  

classified listing will receive a free identical website listing for free. 
The monthly fee must be received  
before the newsletter goes to print.  

Send to PO Box 101825, Anchorage, AK 99510.   
Classified listings must be no more than 10 total lines.  Email Jen-

nifer Slaughter with your ad birdabode@gci.net. 

Classified Ads 

Parrot Behavior Consultations  
Need help with any of the following?  

Aggression, Excessive screaming, Inappropriate  
vocalizations, Feather Destructive Behaviors, Diet,  

Environmental Enrichment 
Contact Karen Webster to schedule your  

consultation today:  
929-BIRD (2473) or akpeac@gmail.com 
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Bird Toys Galore and More! 
Come see what’s in Casper’s Closet at 

www.casperscloset.com 
Bird Toys, Bird Supplies, Bird Food 

Parrot Knick-Knacks 
Cage Enrichment Consultations 

Toy Making Parties 
Basic Bird Care Instructions 

Custom made bird toys 
(907) 868-8058 



The Alaska Bird Club 
PO Box 101825 

Anchorage, AK 99510 

More Alaska Style from David Jensen Photography 
Visit David’s website at:   www.alaskaportraits.com . 

9130 Elim Street 
Anchorage AK  99507 

868-1680 Office 
341-1030 Fax 

Photog Blog 
Monthly Web Specials 
New Portrait Galleries 
New Wedding Galleries 
 
Meet the personalities behind the cameras! 
Tour our Studio  Meet the  Paparazzi  See the Jensen Zoo  Catch David in action. 

David 
868-1680 david@alaskaportraits.com 
 
David Jensen has been our volunteer judge for our photography 
contest every year at the Alaska Bird Club for over three years 
now. 
 
His dynamic personality and talent for capturing the spirit of 
your pet is amazing.   
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He had a heron’s face and a 
	robin’s colored belly,

No shaking for this Santa, no time to make jelly.

He was sharply dressed 
	& quite dashing,

 I laughed out loud and as he whistled in tune with the flock;

With a wink and a chirp, a fast twist of his head,

Let my flock know right up front we had nothing to dread.

No words were exchanged, just some whistles and chirps
	Santa filled all the bird’s houses with goodies; 
	Then he stumbled and jerked,

When laying a finger to the side of his beak,
	
He gave a sharp nod, and a quiet little bleep

he jumped to the sleigh, to the flock sounded out a twitter,
 
And soon they were in the distance, flapping quietly as they twittered.

 I heard him whistle a tune, as the flock flew from our line of sight,

"Happy Holidays and Good Cheer, have a very good night
	No creatures, except little birds were stirring within.
No stockings are here, but plenty of suet.
	Everyone waited for St Nicholas to come bounding on down.
	
No children in this household worried as much as the birds,
	What goodies would arrive in their earthly world?
	
The time for ‘kerchief’s and nightcaps has sadly past on,
	So we just snuggled in as the birds sang their songs.
	Suddenly outside a low sound we did hear, a fluttering and squawking, enough to deaden one’s ears.
	Our windows have no sashes, instead we have trees,
	I hope Santa misses them; and doesn’t hurt his knees.
	 
Sleep deprived and bleary eyed I wondered what I would see if I opened them just for a peek.
 
I beheld with wonder and some shade of disbelief, 
	To view on the roof a miniature sleigh and birds with bright beaks.

The driver was little, very lively and moved quick,

Disbelief came over me as I beheld, beloved St. Nick.

These were not eagles, their species are unknown
	
Fly upwards this night and land on the peak,
	Now flap away!  Fly away! Flutter away all!
	
Dry leaves are all gone and no hurricanes are here,
 
There were no obstacles as they took to the sky,
	Up to the crest of the roof as cormorants they flew,

The sleigh was filled with toys, and a tiny St. Nicholas too!

Suddenly, I heard on the roof

the twittering and scratching of each little foot.

I stood up straight and slowly turned around,

Feathers and down accompanying him, St. Nick came down, 
	Wearing a feathery crown.

He was covered in feathers, from his head to his foot,

An eco-friendly bag he had slung on his back,

And he looked like an old age hippie, soon opening his pack.

His eyes -- how they sparkled! 
	Dimples all vast and merry!

His cheeks were like thrushes, his nose like a berry!

His odd little mouth was puckered like a bowl,

No beard on his chin,  
	just white feathers, like snow;

He’s given up his pipe so his teeth really glistened,

No smoke for this Santa, just  bright shiny beak;
	Page #
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