
  

 Once again, it is that time of year for all good Alaskans to fill out their Per-
manent Fund Dividend forms.  For the past few years, the PFD application has al-
lowed filers to choose from an ever increasing number of excellent charities. 

 The Alaska Bird Club has been lucky to be the recipient of generous contri-
butions in the past.  If you have donated in the past, thank you.  If you are so in-
clined, consider adding the Bird Club to your 2015 list of charities to whom you 
would like to share. 
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Spaghetti is for the Birds! 

-March Meeting Madness- 

 The March club meeting is all 
about noodles and sauces.   

 Do you have a sauce recipe that 
is to die for?  Does your linguine with 
clam sauce cause otherwise normal peo-
ple to fall at your feet and demand your 
hand in marriage?  Are you a kitchen 
artiste? 

 Even if this doesn’t describe your 
culinary skills, be sure to attend this 
month’s educational meeting for your 
chance to taste and pass judgment upon 
various kitchen creations from other 
members.   

 Yes, it is a contest to see whose 
spaghetti is the best.  Best tasting, best 
looking, and fastest eaten.  Bring your 
appetite because you are going to need 
it.  Better, bring your spaghetti and 
sauce to share with the flock. 

 This is a no-holds-barred, bare-
knuckle battle of the senses.  It is your 

chance to prove, once and for all, just 
how amazing your skills really are.  
Whip up a batch of your killer sauce 
and haul it to the March meeting for 
your chance to win bragging rights. 

 No, you don’t have to enter the 
contest, nor must you eat.  Still, think 
about what great Winter season com-
fort food you’ll be missing if you don’t 
attend.  Come on, what is better than 
pasta on a chilly night? 

 Hope to see you there. 
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The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra.  We 

have also noted the clinics that have avian vets by the  

The Alaska Bird News is published by The Alaska Bird  Club.  The Alaska 

Bird Club, its members, and directors are  not responsible for any claims, 

services, or information presented.  The views and opinions are those of the 

writers and do not necessarily reflect those of The Alaska Bird News. 

Club Information 
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

incorporated in the State of Alaska.   

It meets at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of every 

month at Serendipity Adult Day Services in 

Anchorage.  Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of 

Northern Lights Blvd & Nichols St). 
 

The mailing address is: 
 

The Alaska Bird Club 
P.O. Box 101825 

Anchorage, Alaska  99510-1825 
 

(907) 868-9070 
 

President:   Garry Wallan 

Vice President:  Amber O’Neill 

Secretary:  Carrie Wallan 

Treasurer:  Jennifer Slaughter  

Member-at-large:  Herb Lewis  

Sergeant-at-arms:  David Briggs 

Newsletter Editor:  Lynne Bush 

Adopt-a-Bird Chairperson: 

Open 
 

Lost & Found:   (907) 351-2762                     
 

E-mail the Alaska Bird Club at: 
akbirdclub@yahoo.com 

 

For newsletter or article information contact: 
lynnebush@clearwire.net 

 

Visit our website: 
www.alaskabirdclub.org 

 
We welcome any comments, articles or any ideas  

for the club or the newsletter.  Current issues  

and extra copies of previous editions of  

The Alaska Bird News are available at the monthly 

meetings.    

ANCHORAGE 

 

Alaska Mill & Feed 

1501 E. 1st Avenue 

(907) 276-6016 
 

Alaska Pet-ography 

9130 Elim Street 

(907) 868-1680 
 

Chester Valley Veterinary 

1571 Muldoon Road 

(907) 333-6591 
 

College Village  Animal Clinic   

Dr’s Basler & Nicholson 

2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard 

(907) 274-5623 
 

Diamond Animal Hospital   

Dr. Doty  24-Hour  

(907) 562-8384 
 

Hillside Pet Clinic   

Dr. Bluestone 

Dr. Fredrickson 

2011 Abbott Road, Suite B 

(907) 344-7913 
 

Petco 

8621 Old Seward Highway 

(907)  365-550 

3090 Mountain View Drive 

(907) 277-3826 
 

Pet Emergency Treatment Center 

2320 E. Dowling Road 

(907) 274-5636 
 

The Pet Stop   

Dr. Riley Wilson 

1921 W. Dimond Boulevard 

(907) 522-1006 
 

The Pet Zoo 

901 E. Dimond Boulevard 

(907) 3442966 

VCA Alaska Pet Care  

3900 Lake Otis Parkway 

(907) 562-PETS (7387) 
 

 

VCA Alpine Animal Hospital 

12531 Old Seward Highway 

(907) 345-1515 
 

VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic 

2639 Boniface Parkway 

(907) 337-1561 

 

EAGLE RIVER 

 

Ravenwood Veterinary Clinic   

Dr. Hass 

16743 Coronado Road 

(907) 694-9665 
 

The Pet Zoo 

12046 Business Boulevard 

(907) 622-2966 

 

WASILLA 
 

All Creatures Veterinary Clinic 

Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Highway 

(907) 376-6016 
 

The Pet Zoo 

1481 E. Parks Highway 

(907) 357-7335 

 

PALMER 
 

Far Country Animal Hospital 

2701 N. Liahona Drive 

(907) 746-7297 
 

North Star Animal Hospital 

840 S. Cobb Street 

(907) 746-7387 
 

Palmer Veterinary Clinic 

Mi 39 Glenn Highway 

(907) 745-3219 
 

The Pet Zoo 

10201 E. Palmer-Wasilla Highway 

(907) 746-0056 

 

FAIRBANKS 
 

Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital 

800 College Road 

(907) 452-6104 

Permission for the reproduction of any article 

is granted to not-for-profit organizations only, 

under the provision that the Alaska Bird News 

and the author’s name are cited in full. 

Dedicated to all the  current and future bird  

owners in Alaska. 
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President’s Perch by Garry Wallan 

  

             “Does he talk? Does he bite?“  

   Myths and misconceptions at the public interface. 
 

 Over the last twenty-four years, I have participated in all 
sorts of public events for the Alaska Bird Club. While the 
friendly approach says, “...there are NO dumb questions,” I do 
have to say that there are a lot of questions and statements that 
spring from deep wells of misconceptions about parrots. Hope-
fully, I have been helpful in my responses to some of these 
questions and statements. 

 “Does he talk? Does he bite?” Each parrot has its own 
personality, strengths, and weaknesses, just like human children. 
Not all children grow up to be doctors; some become politi-
cians or axe murderers. Parrots, too, can be genius wordsmiths 
and cognitive wonders (such as Disco the Budgie, or the late 
Alex, research partner of Dr. Irene Pepperberg). Some can be 
nippy and as dumb as a box of rocks. It all depends on their 
DNA, and their upbringing, and yes, all parrots bite…some 
more than others. 

 “I hear African Greys are the best talkers; I want one!”  African Grey parrots are great at mimicking the 
tonal qualities of sounds and human voices, like a meat-based digital recorder. Other parrots have the same 
talking potential, but in their own distinctive voices, be that a nasal Amazon or a squeaky Budgie. Picking a 
parrot based on perceived species-related talking potential is like picking a winning Super Bowl team based on 
the ratio of light and dark dog hairs in the carpet – it’s all random chance. 

 “Cockatiels are good starter-birds, right?”  I hear this a lot. It’s based on the assumption that cockatiels 
are simple-minded little yard birds from Australia without all the nippy attitude baggage of the “real” parrots. 
Wrong. Cockatiels can be just as opinionated, cuddly, nippy, bossy, tweaked, and scary as any other parrot. 
Any parrot can be a “starter” bird, if you take the time, do your homework, and learn how your behaviors may 
be the actual root of many parrot-human problems. 

 “My bird does this funny dance where he rubs his tail against my hand. It’s hilarious and I show it to 
my friends!”  The delicate flowers in the audience who don’t want to hear some “birds-n-bees” references can 
stop reading right now. I had a human male state that sentence to me at an event. When I told him that his 
bird was masturbating on his hand, he looked at me as though I had grown a third eye. He then went to an-
other parrot-related booth, told them what “that idiot over there” told him, and was told the same thing by his 
new audience. Birds have a sexual aspect to their lives, and their turn-ons and sexual cycles are different from 
the mammalian pets of which we are more accustomed. Human ignorance of what stimulates their parrots can 
lead to all sorts of behavior issues, so we offer occasional classes on this topic to help people avoid a potent 
area of parrot chaos. 

 These are just the tip of the iceberg, and represent part of our continuing effort to educate, educate, 
educate. Join in the fun at our public events, or come to the educational meetings, ask questions, and share 
your experiences, and then share with the great mass of people in need of good information. 

 President Garry Wallan is at most outreach event and loves to share his vast knowledge with anyone 
interested in becoming a bird owner or expanding their current understanding of birds. 
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Birds Available for Adoption 

See www.petfinder.com for details  

Thank you to any and all who of-

fered a charitable contribution to 

The Alaska Bird Club through 

Pick. Click. Give.   

Your thoughtfulness is appreciated! 

 Sidney's relinquishing owner says:  "I would say he is approximately 20-22 years old. I have 

lost track of the years! I bought him from a local pet store that is no longer in business. He was 

young, maybe a year or so. He bonded with me immediately. It's just my husband and I so he has-

n't had any handling from anyone else. He is friendly with all, loves attention, loves being out of 

his cage and being out on his play gym. He whistles lots of tunes and has a small vocabulary. He 

will vocalize when its just him and me in the room. 

 I know I don't spend the quality time with him that I need to and don't think that its fair to 

him. I am hoping to find him a good home with someone who will be best friends with him. He is 

used to being part of the family 

and his cage and playpen have 

always been in the main part of 

the house. 

 My life has changed and 

my husband and I are getting 

older and close to retirement. I 

have been thinking long and 

hard about this decision to give 

him up and I realise it would be 

best for him. He needs more at-

tention than I can give him now. 

I do not want to sell him, but 

want to give him away to some 

one who will take good care of 

him and make him part of their 

family." 

 If you are interested in 

Sidney, please complete an 

adoption application (at link be-

low) and email it to akbird-

club@yahoo.com: http://

alaskabirdclub.org/

ab_forms.shtml 

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/25024904?printer_friendly=1
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Birds Available for Adoption, 

 

 "My name is Buttons. I'm a lovable cocka-
tiel looking for a new family, preferably a few 
folks and me as the only bird. I love cuddles, es-
pecially at the end of the day when everyone is 
on the couch and watching TV. As you can see, 
I'm quite handsome and I'm curious ad playful." 
Buttons comes with 2 cages. One large one with 
toys and different kinds of perches for daytime 
and a smaller, cozy one for nighttime. 
 He has a wide range of foods. He eats a 
good seed mix, Harrison's pellets (super fine), ro-
maine lettuce, broccoli, kale, squash, cooled 
sweet and white potato, nuts, whole grain bread, 
cooked brown rice and quinoa. He loves spray 
millet, but I only give him that once a week. He's 
not picky. 
 I cage him here and there and while I'm 
out, but he loves to be out and about the house 
when we're here. I keep his wings clipped so that 
he can fly some, but not enough to get out and 
lost. Like almost all cockatiels, he is mellow and 
easy to handle and put in the cage. 
 Interested in Buttons? Please tell us so at 
akbirdclub@yahoo.com. 

 I need to find a home for my feathered friend, Alfred. He’s a sassy, talkative Green-Cheek 

Conure that is very active and loves to dance when he’s not being a mischief maker. He is a very 

friendly and engaging bird! I love him to death and we are very close but he’s developed an unfor-

tunate screeching habit that is driving my roommate crazy and is forcing my hand into finding him 

a new home.  He seems to only do it when I’m absent; if I leave the room he’ll chatter very loudly 

before going into full on screeching until I return, which I’ve been able to curb somewhat lately. 

Unfortunately, when I leave the house he will scream nonstop until I return. I am left with the 

painful decision of rehoming Alfred or making my roommate hate me. 

 He loves to dance and will do it with very little provocation, and talks quite a bit more than I 

expected him to, though a lot of it is just very quiet chatter. He is currently on a mixed seed/

pellet/nut diet with a lot of fresh fruits and veggies. His absolute favorite foods are broccoli, ba-

nanas, apples, popcorn, and cheerios when he’s 

sneaky enough to steal them from my bowl. I  

give him a big bowl of cold water (he seems to pre-

fer it cold) every day to bathe in but he generally 

bathes himself 1-3 times a week, and he loves to 

splash and shake water all over when he does. I’ve 

also trained him to step up, but besides that and 

curbing the really bad biting problem he had 

when I first got him (he drew a lot of blood then), 

that’s all the training he has.  
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The Alaska Bird Club 

P.O. Box 101825 

Anchorage, Alaska  

95510-1825 

 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday March 3rd at 7:00PM       


